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TREE REMOVAL PERMITS - QUICK REFERENCE

1. Permits for tree removal are based on property, not property owner.
2. If less than 3 (three) trees have previously been removed from property, the

Clerk’s office may immediately issue a permit.

3. If the tree is dead, diseased or a hazard, there is no charge for the permit and
will not count against the 3-tree stipulation. However, the resident must
provide proof (ex. a written estimate from tree service describing the
reason(s) for removal, or a clear photo that includes resident’s house,
showing the tree as dead, diseased or a hazard).

The permit will not be issued until proof of condition of tree is met.

4. If the tree is healthy or not a hazard, the resident must pay a fee to remove it.
5. Fees are as follows:

a) $10.00 per tree for the first 3 healthy trees removed from a property.
b) 4™ healthy tree and beyond, $50 per tree if the tree IS being replaced.
c) 4™ healthy tree and beyond, $100 per tree if it is NOT being replaced.

c) no charge if the tree is dead, diseased or a hazard.

6. If more than three (3) trees are to be removed, or if the total number of trees,
together with previous activity is more than three (3), the application is
referred to the Engineer for approval and no permit is issued until Engineer
has completed review of the application.

7. The resident must pay for the trees to be removed at the time of the
application, before approval from the Engineer.

8. If the application is denied by the Engineer, the fees will be refunded.
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Chapter 247: TREES AND SHRUBS

§ 247-1. Definitions.
For purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed lo them by this seclion

LOT — Any piece or parcel of land or group of lots in single ownership.
OWNER — Any person having fitle lo any lot, plol, piece or parce! of land.
TENANT — Any person in possession of any Iot, piece or parcel of land, with or withoul a lease, but with the permission of the owner.

§ 247-2. Removal of trees exceeding certain size restricted,

No person shall deslroy ar remove any Iree with a diameter in excess of four inches, measured one foot above the ground, growing upon any lands
within the Borough in the county, unless such destruction or remaval is accomplished or caused to be accomplished in accordance with the provisions
of this chapter.

B No public ulility, er other person having conlrol over any wires for the transmission of an eleclric current along a sireet, highway or other right of way,
shall perform or authorize the performance of any maintenance work on any overhead wires. underground pipes or conduits, wherein any pruring,
defacing. scarring or removal of trees will occur, without having previously applied for and oblained approval from the Borough as provided heremn.
Such persons shall follow the American National Standards Institule {ANSI) A300 for pruning and mamienance of trees.

C. Every person having control over property where tree branches overhang public sidewalks musl provide for tnmming of said tree branches to a
minimum height of 7 feet. Bushes along public sidewalks must nol encroach on the sidewalk.

§ 247-3. Permit required; application.

All persons desiring to destroy or remove any such tree or trees in excess of the size referred to in § 247-2 shall file an application for a permil with the
Borough Clerk on the form to be provided for such purpose. Such application shall identify the lot or tract of land upon which the tree or trees are localed.
shall disclose the name and address of the owner, tenant or duly authorized agent of lhe owner or tenant and shall show the exact location of the tree or
trees socughl to be destroyed or removed.

§ 247-4, Issuance of permits involving three or fewer trees.

If such application, logether with any previous applicalion or applications, discloses that no more than three trees in excess of the size referred to in § 247-2
are lo be destroyed or removed or have been deslroyed or removed from (he lol ar tracl of land referred to in such application, the Borough Cletk shall issue
the permit as a matter of course. An application to remove a dead tree or a lree thal by viriue of its condition constitules a hazard lo the public health and
safety shall not apply against the three lree limit as described herein and no fee shall be collected. The applicant shall provide documentation concerning
the condition of the tree,

§ 247-5. Removal of more than three trees.

If such application. together with any previous application or applications, discloses that more than three trees in excess of the size referred to in § 247-3 are
to be or have been destroyed or removed from such lot or tract of land, the Borough Clerk shall refer such application to the Borough Engineer for
cansideralion. The Borough Engineer shall thereupon examine the malter by visiling the premises referred to in the application, by inspecting the free or
trees referred to therein and by observing the drainage conditions and physical conditions exsling upon such lands and in the vicinity thereof.

§ 247-6. Conditions for approval of permit involving removal of more than three trees.
A. After compleling his examination, the Borough Engineer shall make a determination with respect to whether or not the permit applied for should be
granled.

B. He shall thereupon endorse his determination upon the applicalion and return it to the Borough Clerk. The Borough Engineer shali, al all limes, folliow the
intent of this chapter, which 1s to preserve trees wherever this can be accomplished, and he shall nol make a favorable delermination with respect to the
aforesaid application unless he finds one or more of the following conditions exist.

(1) That the area where such lree is located will be occupied by a building or structure, a driveway or rectealion area, a roadway, a drainage right-of-
way or a sewer line or the area where such tree is located is within 15 feet of any of the foregoing.

(2) Thal the area where such tree is located has a depression or fill of land, which is deemed injurious or dangerous Lo such lree or other trees located
nearby.
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That the presence of such tree is likely to cause hardship or will endanger the public or an adjoming property owner, by reasen of it being diseased
or dead or for some other adequate reason within the intent of this chapter.

{4) Where the premises for which a Iree removal permit is sought comprise vacant land and front on an improved street, that a building permit for the
areclion of a slructure therecn is in existence.

(8) Notwithslanding anything to the contrary in his chapter, a developer or property owner who inlends to grade or re-grade any portion of his or her
property, or to demolish an existing dwelling in order to build a replacement dwelling, or to build an addition which equals or exceeds 25% of the
existing home's foolprint, and in doing so, intends to remove designated lrees located within twelve (12) feet of the property line which is shared by
an adjeining property owner, shall not be issued a permil by the Borough Engineer unless there is compliance with the Borough's Steep Slope
Ordinance (§310.36.1), Ihe Stormwater Control Ordinance (Chapter 301) and Lot Grading Ordinance (Chapler 288), as may be applicable, and it
1s shown to the reasonable satisfaction of the Borough Engineer that:
(i} no adverse, underground or surface drainage condition will ocour on the applicant's praperty and/or the property of an adjoining
property owner; and
(i) neither Ihe root system of any of the remaining trees on the applicant’s property, if any, nor the rool system of any of the trees
located on an adjoining property will be substantially damaged as a direct result of such tree removal. "Substantially damaged”. for
purposes of this section, shail mean thal the root system of a tree shall be so diminished, infringed or reduced thal the long-term
survival of the tree is threatened, or the tree may constitule a hazard from falling. The Borough Engineer may request the
applicant, at the applicant’s own cost and expense, provide the Borough Engineer with a report issued by the Borough's New
Jersey licensed Arborist. that describes the effect(s) the Iree removal will have aon the condilions of the root system of the remaining
trees on the applicant's property and/or trees of an adjoining property awner,
Except for the trees removed as set forth in sub-paragraph (3) above. the applicant shall replace each tree designated for retmoval, and which is
located within twelve (12) feet of an adjoining property, wilh a mature tree of not less than eight (8) feet in height when planled into the ground and
located wilhin the yard (side or rear) fram which the designated lree was removed.
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§ 247-7. Issuance or denial of permit invelving mora than three trees; fees.

Upon receipt of the aferesaid application from the Borough Engineer, the Borough Clerk shall note the action taken, and if the determination of the Borough
Engineer is favorable, the Borough Clerk shall promptly issue the permit upon payment of the permit fee in the amounl of $10 per tree for the first three
trees. The fee for any lree(s) removed in excess of the (hree tree limit shall be $50 per tree, provided the tree 1s being replaced on the subject property. The
replacement tree shall be at least five feet in height. If the trees are not lo be replaced, the fee for each tree shall be $100 with $75 dedicated lo the
Borough's Tree Replacement Fund.

§ 247-8. Appeals.

The applicant is hereby granted the nght to appeal the determination as provided in § 247-7 lo the Mayor and Council of the Borough, in which event such
applicant must file a written nolice of appeal with the Borough Clerk within 10 days after receip! of the Borough Clerk's notification. Thereupon the Mayor and
Council shall proceed to hear the matter upon notice to the applicant within 30 days after the filing of such notice of appeal. The decision of the Mayor and
Caouncil of the Berough may affirm, reverse or modify the aforesaid determination.

§ 247-9. Violations and penalties.

Should the permit not be obtained, or the aforementioned, unfavorable determinaton not be appealed, or the appealed thereto upholds said determination,
ar the provisions here and above described are nol complied with, and the owner or tenant removes any tree or trees in excess of the size referred 1o in

§ 247-2, Ihe owner or tenaril, as the case may be, shall pay as penalty to the Borough $100 per tree, up to the first three trees, and $300 per tree in excess
of the first three trees; provided, however, that said penalty will not apply to the removal of a tree, the condition of which poses a health hazard or safety
issue or is taken down in furtherance of the public interest as determined solely by the Borough. In addilion, any tree removal service, or conlracter, or any
other persons who assist with machinery to remave any tree in excess of the size referred to in § 247-2. subject to the above-described provisions, will pay a
penalty to the Borough in the amount of $1.000 per tree so removed.



